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Update to Historic Design Guidelines

• Chapter 4, Guidelines for New Construction

• Applies to new construction on properties with a 

historic zoning overlay (districts and landmarks)

• New provisions triggered by projects with 2 or 

more units

• Companion to UDC Amendments



Background

• Guidelines adopted in 2012

• Authorized as review criteria under UDC 35-608

• Largely consistent with Secretary of the Interior 

Standards for Rehabilitation

• Provides customers and Commissioners with 

guidance for consistent outcomes



Guidelines vs. Standards

• Guidelines provide flexibility

• Projects are diverse and varied

• HDRC is a recommending body

• Final decisions are enforceable; can be appealed







Issue

• The original Guidelines did not anticipate current 

development trends (more than 100 annually)

• The existing language does not adequately 

address multifamily or building height

• Inconsistent outcomes; confusion and delay in the 

process



Recommendation

• Recommended by HDRC and Zoning Commission

• Staff recommends approval
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